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Avondale Brewing Company
Miss Fancy’s Tripel
Birmingham, AL
avondalebrewing.com

 Miss Fancy was a star.  She was sweet, kind, intelli-
gent, beloved throughout Birmingham, AL and even earned 
the nickname “The Queen of Avondale”.  Miss Fancy was also 
an 8,500 pound Asian Elephant.
 She was purchased from a struggling circus in 1913 
in an effort to spruce up the Avondale Park zoo in downtown 
Birmingham.  Tales of how she came to be Alabama’s most 
famous pachyderm vary but it seems that she was either pur-

chased by a city official or possibly even won in a card game.  
Either way, the city of Birmingham ended up with far more 
than they bargained for.  Miss Fancy was given a new elephant 
house, placed in the animal collection at Avondale Park, pro-
vided with a substantial food allowance and was overseen by 
Dayton Allen.  Allen’s assistant was John Todd who at the time 
was the only African-American elephant caretaker in the U.S.  
Todd would take over the lead role after Allen’s retirement 
only a few years later.  
 John Todd and Miss Fancy formed an incredible bond.  
Todd was trained on how to care for her and would clean her 
pen, bathe her, trim her nails, feed her, take her for walks, 
teach her tricks and the two were even occasionally caught 
taking naps together.  When Todd took his vacations he would 
often come back early to see Miss Fancy because she would 
get very nervous without him.  After being called into service 
during WWI, Todd had to spend a year away from her during 
which she lost over 1,000 pounds, but, fortunately, she had 
some weight to lose.  While under Todd’s care, Miss Fancy 
grew from 3,760 pounds to over 8,500 pounds.  She ate a daily 
ration of about 125 to 170 pounds of hay, three to five gallons 
of grain, 50 to 100 gallons of water and also received many 
special treats brought by local residents, including peanuts, 
popcorn, apples and watermelons.

 Miss Fancy was known to recognize certain patrons 
(especially those who gave her treats) and for giving school-
children rides around her pen, sometimes six or more at a 
time.  She could sit, kneel, lie down and march in place on 
command.  She led parades, pulled cars out of ditches and, on 
certain days, residents of Birmingham could even catch Todd 
and Miss Fancy on a walk through their neighborhood.  On at 
least a dozen occasions, Miss Fancy broke free from the park 

but she was usually found nearby eating some foliage or 
wandering through someone’s backyard.  Miss Fancy par-
ticularly enjoyed standing outside of people’s houses and 
watching them through their windows.  Many Birming-
ham residents had unexpected interactions with the ele-
phant but she never harmed a soul.
 Miss Fancy was also the only one in town who was 
allowed to drink during the Prohibition Era.  She was peri-
odically given confiscated brews to help ease her occasion-
al stomach pains and it appears that Todd may have shared 
in the libations as well.  He was once reported to be drunk 
while riding through town on Miss Fancy’s back and the 
police were called out to arrest him but they had no luck 
as the elephant refused to let the police get close.  The best 
they could do was escort the pair back to the zoo in hopes 
that Todd would sleep it off.  Another incident, howev-
er, did see an intoxicated Todd get into a bit of trouble 
with the police.  He was arrested after he was found sound 
asleep, 11 blocks from the zoo, lying on Miss Fancy’s back.  
 In 1934, due to the Great Depression, the zoo was 
closed and the city of Birmingham was forced to sell Miss 
Fancy along with some other animals.  On November 11, 
surrounded by school children, Miss Fancy took a final 
bow in Avondale Park.  She and Todd went for one last 
walk through town and then she boarded a train to join 
the Cole Brothers Circus in Peru, IN.  In 1939, she was 

sold to a zoo in Buffalo, NY 
where she lived out her days 
until passing away in 1954 at 
the age of 82.
 Miss Fancy isn’t 
just remembered at Avon-
dale Brewery, she’s become 
their mascot.  In addition to 
Miss Fancy’s Tripel, Avondale 
Brewery also fondly remem-
bers Miss Fancy with their 
Vanillaphant Porter.
From the Brewer:  Miss Fancy’s Tripel 
is a strong Belgian golden ale rich in 
flavor and alcohol.  The use of malts, 
traditional hops, a yeast blend and 
Belgian candi sugar creates a very spe-
cial beer named after a very special el-
ephant.  Miss Fancy’s Tripel is remark-
ably smooth and refreshing for such 
a high ABV beer.  CAUTION!  Miss 
Fancy’s Tripel is brewed for humans 
but strong enough for elephants.  
ABV 9.2%, IBU 20
Michael Sellers & Jason Malone - 
Owners

Miss Fancy with Dayton Allen, 1915



Alaskan Brewing Co.
Icy Bay IPA
Juneau, AK
alaskanbeer.com

 There’s a thin line between bravery and insanity and 
Alaskan Brewing Co.’s Icy Bay IPA recognizes those who walk 
that line, or, in this case, surf it.  Alaskan surfing is a real sport 
and a surprisingly popular one.  Yes, it is very cold, but that 
doesn’t stop these athletes from diving into the frost covered 
ocean in search of the next great wave.  Surfers often have to 
tread through snow and ice to get out to sea and can usually 
only stay out for a short time before finding a place to warm 
up, but it’s worth it.  The waves in Alaska are spectacular and 

the scenery is unmatched.  Alaska’s weather can be extreme at 
times, leading to huge swells of 20 feet or more along its coast-
line and while an ideal wave in Hawai’i might allow a surfer 
to ride for 30 seconds, Alaskan surfers have reported riding as 
long as 45 minutes on a single wave.  (Many of Hawaii’s best 
waves are actually born in the Gulf of Alaska.)
 As with most things in the Last Frontier, surfing in 
Alaska isn’t as simple as in other areas.  It is rare for someone 
to just load up their car with gear, head down to the beach and 
go surfing.  The quest for good waves in Alaska can easily turn 
into something more like an expedition and due to Alaska’s 
limited road system, surfers often have to use boats, planes or 
helicopters to reach the remote areas where the waves happen 
to be that day.  With water temperatures in the 30s and air 
temperatures well below freezing, surfers are willing to risk 
the inconvenience for a few rides surrounded by the peaceful 
Alaskan wilderness.  Overcrowded beaches most certainly are 
not a problem.
 Alaskan surfing is generally divided up into three 
different categories.  The first is traditional surfing which re-
quires a surfer to start on the shore, paddle out on their surf-
board, catch a wave and then ride it back towards shore, but 
another method, known as “riding the bore tide”, requires a 
more advanced skill set.  Just south of Anchorage, in the Tur-
nagain Arm of the Cook Inlet, is an area that experiences some 
of the largest tidal fluctuations in the world.  Just after the 
peak of low tide, a large wave called a tidal bore (technically a 
“tidal wave”) will come rolling through the narrow waterway 
and sometimes create waves that are very tall and move very 

quickly; as much as 10 feet in height and moving at anywhere 
from 10 to 15 mph.  It is a strange and dangerous phenomenon 
but it can make for a long and thrilling ride.  (This is where the 
45-minute ride occurred.  Three surfers rode the bore tide for 
over 5 miles.)  The third method, glacier wave surfing, is prob-
ably the most unusual method of surfing in the world and can 
only be accomplished in a few places on the planet.  Basically, 
surfers will find a glacier that is in the process of melting and 
has massive chunks of ice falling into the water below (known 

as “calving”).  They then position themselves 
nearby so that they can ride the wave made by 
the falling ice.  This method is extremely danger-
ous and should only be attempted by skilled pro-
fessionals, but it is also known to produce huge 
waves and an unforgettable day of surfing.
 Obviously, such an activity can have serious 
drawbacks.  Aside from the continual threat of 
frostbite or hypothermia, surfers are often far 
from hospitals and medical centers, sometimes 
as much as 36 hours away.  A surfing trip can 
quickly get expensive and the entire journey 
usually requires quite a serious commitment.  
The biggest challenge is often just getting to the 
waves.
 Many of the most popular surfing hotspots 
in Alaska are found along the southern coast in 
the Kodiak, Kenai Fjords, Yakutat, Bear Glacier 
and Aleutian Islands regions of the Gulf of Alas-
ka.  Alaskan surfers are 
known to catch waves at 

any time of year including during winter 
when they often take advantage of De-
cember’s larger tides or swells whipped 
up by February gusts.  In fact, the pic-
ture on Alaskan Brewing Co.’s Icy Bay 
IPA label is of surfer Frederick Dicker-
son enjoying the waves near Yakutat in 
the dead of winter.  Spring, summer and 
fall provide warmer temperatures and 
autumn is when the water maxes out at 
its highest, usually around 55 degrees.  
 Photographs of Alaskan surfing 
are like no other.  Snow capped peaks 
sit far off in the distance, snow covered 
beaches with crusty ice along the shore-
line, wildlife surrounding a beautiful, 
untouched body of water and in the 
middle of it all, a surfer coasts along a 
perfect wave.  Often considered the fi-
nal frontier of surfing, it is still possible 
to be the first person to ever surf some 
of Alaska’s more than 30,000 miles of 
coastline.  

From the Brewer:  Icy Bay IPA is a West Coast style IPA featuring hop bitterness 
with citrus and grapefruit notes alongside a smooth malt backbone, with a dry 
finish.  Made from glacier-fed water and a blend of Summit, Apollo and Cascade 
hops and premium two-row pale and specialty malts, Icy Bay IPA has a bold 
taste, brisk bitter bite, and a citrus hop aroma.  ABV 6.2%, IBU 65
Geoff and Marcy Larson - Founders



Anchor Brewing Company 
Christmas Ale
San Francisco, CA
anchorbrewing.com

 Anchor Brewing Company has been a part of Ameri-
can history for so long, they can actually trace their roots back 
to the California Gold Rush.  Established in San Francisco, 
they among the few breweries in the world that still creates 
a type of beer called California common beer, also known 
as steam beer, which also dates back to the 1800s.  Anchor 
Steam® Beer, first brewed in 1896, remains one of the brew-
ery’s most popular items.

 Among their historic array of impressive beers, 
Anchor Brewing Company has also been making a unique 
Christmas Ale every year since 1975.  Aside from the distinc-
tive annual recipe, the beer also comes with a special new la-
bel and every label since its inception has featured a tree that 
was hand-drawn by local artist Jim Stitt.  The 1975 Anchor 
Brewing Christmas Ale was the first holiday beer released in 
America after the repeal of Prohibition.
 The first Christmas Ale label was of a nondescript 
conifer creating a rather simple Christmas scene.  The 1976 
label, however, is of a beautifully drawn and highly detailed 
giant sequoia, a redwood tree that lives on the slopes of 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains in California.  The annual la-
bels continue with a Douglas fir, an oak tree, an olive tree, 
a spruce, a maple, a pine, a birch, an apple tree and many 
more.  Some rare trees have also been featured including the 
tanoak, an evergreen native to California; the Pacific madrone, 
an evergreen that grows along the western coast of the U.S.; 
the golden chinquapin, a relative of the beech that grows as 
tall as 150 feet in northern California; and the California fan 
palm, a palm tree known to occupy the southern regions of 
the state.  But while most of Anchor Brewing’s Christmas Ale 
labels depict a particular type of tree, their 2016 label actually 
features a drawing of a singular tree, the “1,000 Mile Tree”.  
 In 1869, following the vision of President Abraham 
Lincoln and a number of Californians, the eastbound Central 
Pacific Railroad joined with the westbound Union Pacific Rail-
road to create America’s First Transcontinental Railroad.  The 
unification was memorialized with the ceremonial driving of 
a golden spike which acted as a metaphor for the nation as 

America continued to heal from the great division that arose 
between the North and South during the Civil War.  While 
building the Overland Route (from Omaha to San Francisco), 
workers came across a lone pine tree standing along a river.  
Amazingly, this 90-foot-tall, majestic tree just happened to be 
exactly 1,000 miles away from the origin of the eastern side of 
the rail line in Omaha.  It wasn’t long until a sign was hung 
on the tree commemorating the unique fact and it became a 

staple for sightseers near Devil’s Slide in Weber Can-
yon, UT.  Railroad workers grew fond of the “1,000 Mile 
Tree” and designated the spot as a place to rest and re-
cover from their hard labor.  A few timeless photographs 
of the tree surrounded by delighted workers can still be 
found today.
 It was artist Jim Stitt who suggested that Anchor 
Brewing revive the nearly forgotten American landmark 
for their 42nd annual Christmas Ale.  His drawing de-
picts the tree with a person at the top holding a mug 
of beer, honoring the legendary stories of passengers 
who occasionally climbed the conifer.  The original tree 
has been gone for over a century and no one knows ex-
actly what type of pine tree it was but the good people 
at Anchor Brewing have affectionately named it “Pinus 
Solitarius”.  The pinecones that Stitt drew for the 2016 
Christmas Ale’s neck label are from the Lodgepole Pine 
which was commonly used as a source of wood for the 
Union Pacific’s railroad ties.  The Union Pacific Railroad 
Company planted another tree in 1982 at the same loca-
tion as the 1,000 Mile Tree and it is now memorialized 

with a sign, protected by fencing and has grown over 30 feet 
tall.
 Anchor Brewing’s Christmas Ale not only provides a 
delicious new brew every year but also embraces some of the 
most important members of California’s natural environment 
as well as an important piece of America’s heritage.  Anchor 
Brewing’s customers are known to look forward to the yearly 
brew with great anticipation as well as keep their own collec-
tion of the unique labels.

The 1,000 Mile Tree

From the Brewer:  Back in 1975, Anchor released the first holiday beer in America 
since Prohibition.  Year after year, Anchor creates a heavily guarded, confidential 
recipe for its Christmas Ale, sold only from early November to mid-January.  This 
highly anticipated seasonal delight is complex and full in flavor, packed with toasty 
cocoa notes, roasted malts and strong aromas of resinous pine.  ABV 6.9%, IBU 33
Matt Davenport - CEO



Tommyknocker Brewery
Legend Old Oaked Brown Ale
Idaho Springs, CO
tommyknocker.com

 Mining is one of the most dangerous jobs in the 
world.  Common hazards include injuries, suffocations, 
gas poisoning, explosions, structural collapse or even 
ailments like black-lung disease.  It is, obviously, very 
difficult work and the last thing any miner needs is a 
Tommyknocker making it even harder.
 Tommyknockers are legendary creatures that 
can supposedly be found living in mines all across 
the United States as well as around the world.  They 
are described as small, green, gnome-like beings that 

wear traditional mining outfits and are something like 
a twisted cross between a mountain man and a lepre-
chaun.  Stories of Tommyknockers likely came to the 
U.S. with Cornish immigrants, a unique Celtic ethnic 
group native to Cornwall, England, and first developed 
in the coal mines of Pennsylvania in the 1820s.  The 
California Gold Rush sent the Tommyknockers west, 
the Rocky Mountain Gold Rush brought them to Colo-
rado, and it didn’t take long for stories of the Tommyk-
nockers to spread across the country.
 Tommyknockers have been reported as both 
good and bad luck, depending on who is telling the 
story.  They supposedly live inside the mines and can 
help miners discover riches and good fortune; however, 
some believe this is just a trick to cause miners to dig 
even deeper.  More often than not, Tommyknockers are 
described as exceedingly mischievous.  The “knockers” 

part of the name comes from the knocking sound usu-
ally heard on the walls of a mine just before it caves in 
and many believe the Tommyknockers make the sound 
to try and warn miners of an imminent collapse, but 
others feel they are just toying with the miners’ sanity.  
They are also said to steal tools and food, turn off lights 
or even knock a miner’s cap off his head, all without 
ever being detected.
 Legends surrounding the Tommyknockers de-
veloped along with the mining industry and miners 
eventually began to describe the mischievous creatures 
as the souls of miners who died on the job and had now 
returned to help protect the others.  Tributes like tools 
and food were sometimes left as offerings and many be-
lieved that this would convince the Tommyknockers to 
guide the miners towards a large vein of gold.  In fact, 
belief in the Tommyknockers was so great that after a 
large California mine was closed and sealed in 1956 
many of the workers (most of them of Cornish descent) 
petitioned the mine’s owners to unseal the mine and 
release the Tommyknockers so they could continue to 
work somewhere else.  The owners obliged.
 If Tommyknockers are real, they must be some-
where in Idaho Springs, CO and not just at Tommy-
knocker Brewery.  Many miners, including Cornish 
miners, came to Colorado in the latter half of the 19th 
century to work in the gold and silver mines, including 
those in Idaho Springs.  The discovery of gold by George 
Jackson in 1859, only a stone’s throw away from where 
the Tommyknocker Brewery sits today, is often marked 
as the beginning of the Rocky Mountain Gold Rush 
that brought 3,000 people into Idaho Springs and near-
ly 100,000 into present-day 
Colorado.   This huge in-
crease in population ulti-
mately leading to massive 
development throughout the 
region and the eventual ac-
ceptance of the “Centennial 
State” to the Union in 1876.

From the Brewer:  A small batch 
brew with toasted Hungarian Oak, 
along with Crystal, Munich, Choc-
olate, and Rye malts.  A selection 
of American hops enhances the full 
bodied old world flavor profile.  
Notes of dark spiced vanilla and 
toasted oak, harmonizing hints of 
smoky biscuit aromas, meld into a 
beer worthy of celebrating the sto-
ries, the myths of an old mountain 
mining town...the legend of the 
Tommyknocker.  ABV 10%, IBU 40

An artist's depiction of a Tommyknocker



Veracious Brewing Company
Owd Boreus
Monroe, CT
veraciousbrewing.com

 Owd Boreus wasn’t an average rooster, he was the fa-
miliar spirit, a sort of supernatural assistant, for “The Wicked 
Witch of Monroe”, or so the story goes.  Owd (Old) Boreus 
would have been something like a witch’s sidekick, much in 
the way a stereotypical witch keeps a black cat.  Known as a 
“familiar”, these creatures were often said to possess powers 
of their own. 
 Hannah Hovey (1783-1859 or 1860), “The Wicked 
Witch of Monroe”, who during her life also picked up the de-
rogatory nickname “Hannah Cranna”, was the wife of Captain 
Joseph Covey and they lived together on Cutler’s Farm Road 
in Monroe, CT.  Very little is known about Hannah Hovey’s 
early life and not much is known of her later life either.  The 
only part that seems to have survived is that she became noto-
rious in her community for suspicion of being a witch.
 One day, while out for a walk, Joseph Covey suddenly 
became dizzy and disoriented, causing him to fall off a cliff to 
his death.  Some of the townsfolk did not believe that Joseph 
could come to such an untimely demise without the assistance 
of his wife and she was accused of witchcraft.
 Many Americans associate witches with the Salem 
witch trials in Salem, MA during which more than 20 people 
were executed between 1692 and 1693, but the first execution 
for witchcraft in Connecticut occurred as far back as 1647.  
European settlers brought their fear of witches to the colonies 
and, even though it eventually faded away in Europe, it re-
mained prevalent throughout New England for well over two 
centuries.
 After Hannah Hovey was accused of witchcraft a 
number of community members came forward with tales of 

curses and spells that she had allegedly used against them.  
As was often the case, many of their complaints were likely 
attempts to pass off their own irresponsible behavior, includ-
ing their infidelity, onto someone else, as though they were 
victims instead of perpetrators.  The recently widowed Hovey 
had no patience for this and took to a solitary life in her home.  
Unlike many other “witches”, she wasn’t executed or even 
ordered to stand trial but she was mocked, insulted and ridi-

culed.  People would often come to her house and toss insults 
at her or leave crosses or other objects on her property.  Hovey 
eventually got so fed up with the townspeople that she began 
playing the part, scaring people away by threatening to put 
spells and curses on them.  Stories of Hovey’s magical powers 
tell of her ability to make oxen freeze in place, to cause wheels 
to fall off of wagons and to even keep fish from biting.  
 According to legend, Hovey’s beloved rooster, Owd 
Boreus, died in 1859 and Hovey knew that this meant the end 
was near for her as well.  She left very detailed instructions for 
her burial with a neighbor which included that she must be 
buried after sundown, that there must be plenty of pallbear-
ers, and that they must carry her coffin by hand or else they 
would all face “trouble and vexation”.  Hovey died the next 
day but the deep snow made it difficult to carry her coffin.  It 
was instead loaded on a sleigh and driven towards the grave-
yard but the coffin mysteriously slipped off, causing quite a 
stir.  It was again loaded onto the sleigh but then the entire 
sleigh began to shake violently, throwing everyone and the 
coffin to the ground.  Frightened, the townspeople hurried to 
the graveyard and quickly buried the remains.  Upon returning 
to Hovey’s home, they found the entire building engulfed in 
flames.
 Some say that Hovey’s spirit still lingers and will 
suddenly appear in the middle of Spring Hill Road near Greg-
ory’s Four Corners Burial Ground, causing drivers to panic 
and crash into the cemetery where Hannah “Cranna” Hovey 
was laid to rest.  She might even be seen at Veracious Brewing 
Company, located just down the street.  Today, her legacy lives 
on at the graveyard with a replica of her original tombstone 
and at Veracious Brewing Company with their Owd Boreus 
Imperial Red Ale. 

The gravesite of Hannah Hovey, aka “Hannah Cranna”

From the Brewer:  Owd Boreus is our Imperial Red ale brewed with US pale, Brit-
ish crystal malt and a hint of rye malt.  Our beer, Owd Boreas, is named after a 
local witch’s familiar.  Witches usually have a black cat as a familiar but the witch 
in Monroe, Hanna Hovey (Hanna Cranna), had a huge red rooster, Boreas as her 
familiar.  Boreas was the Greek god of the north wind.  ABV 8.3%, IBU 73 
Tess and Mark Szamatulski - co-founders, co-brewers and owners



Crooked Hammock Brewery
Mootzy’s Treasure IPA
Lewes, DE 
crookedhammockbrewery.com

 Richard “Mootzy” Mootz (1925-), of Milford, DE, 
was a U.S. military policeman stationed in the German town 
of Merkers when on April 6, 1945 he was called in to inter-
view two young women who were caught breaking curfew.  
Mootz, who claims he was far more interested in flirting with 
the girls at the time, spoke German and after talking with the 
ladies he discovered they had been out to meet a midwife.  
While driving them home, Mootz inquired about a nearby fac-
tory which he had been told was a salt mine named Kaiseroda 
and the response he got from the girls was surprising, to say 
the least.  They told him that the Nazis had recently ordered 
every able-bodied person in the town to help unload gold and 
other valuables into the mine.
 Mootz went back to camp and told his fellow soldiers 
about his discovery but they were too busy playing cards and 
ignored him, so he then went to headquarters and filed a re-
port.  The next day, the U.S. Army entered the mine and were 
absolutely stunned by what they found.  American soldiers 
ultimately confiscated 3,682 bags and cartons of Germany cur-
rency, 80 bags of foreign currency, 8,307 gold bars, 55 boxes 
of gold bullion, 3,326 bags of gold coins, 63 bags of silver, one 
bag of platinum bars, eight bags of gold rings and 207 bags 
and containers of Nazi loot that included extremely valuable 
artwork.  They even discovered valuables stolen from holo-
caust victims that included wedding rings and gold teeth.
 The U.S. Government attempted to return the many 
treasures as best as they could but after a few decades, it was 
obvious that some things would never find their rightful own-
er.  In 1997, 5.5 tons of confiscated gold worth about $60 mil-
lion was instead donated to the Nazi Persecution Relief Fund 
to aid Holocaust survivors.  
 The story started to become declassified in the 1940s 
but Mootz’s accolades didn’t arrive for many years.  The orig-
inal paperwork didn’t seem to indicate his involvement at 
all but a later document, written in 1945 but found in 2013, 
clearly showed that Mootz was to credit for the discovery.  In 

2014, the epic tale was turned into a feature film called The 
Monuments Men that co-starred and was written and produced 
by George Clooney, and it has been retold in numerous docu-
mentaries as well.
 Mootz joined the Army in 1944 and served in quite 
a few battles including the Battle of the Bulge and the Battle 
of St. Lo, during which he was injured by shrapnel.  He re-

tired from the army after the war and married Edwina Stayer 
two years later.  They had four daughters and Mootz spent 
his years as a carpenter, mechanical worker, policeman and 

manager of a wood treatment plant.  Richard “Mootzy” 
Mootz, a treasure himself, is a beloved figure throughout 
eastern Delaware and undoubtedly has one of the great-
est war stories of any American veteran in history.
 He also seems to have a knack for finding treasure, 
something he still does today.  These treasures may not 
be worth millions but they are priceless to the good peo-
ple at Crooked Hammock Brewery, a place “Mootzy” 
is known to frequent.  Mr. Mootz enjoys scouring the 
beautiful shores of Delaware and hunting for treasures 
that have washed in from the Atlantic Ocean and many 
of those treasures have found a home at Crooked Ham-
mock Brewery.  Old-fashioned fishing rods, sea crea-
tures, pieces of driftwood, trinkets and odds-and-ends 
collected by Mootz adorn the floors, walls, ceilings, ta-
bles and chairs at Crooked Hammock Brewery and every 
year the brewpub holds a celebration for this American 
hero with Mootzy’s Treasure American IPA on sale for 
the same amount of pennies that Mootz has collected in 
years.  In other words, on February 3, 2019, Mootzy’s 
Treasure American IPA was 94¢ a glass, but next year it 
is going up to 95¢.

From the Brewer:  Mootzy is a native & local legend of Sussex County, DE, who proudly 
served in WWII.  After the war, he recovered stolen treasures as one of the famous Monument 
Men.  We honor his legacy with a beautifully balanced East Coast IPA featuring Cascade, 
Chinook, & Amarillo hops.   ABV 6.5%, IBU 50
Rich Garrahan - Founder

Generals Dwight D. Eisenhower, Omar N. Bradley and George 
S. Patton look through stolen artwork in the Merkers salt mine



Fannin Brewing Company
Chief Whitepath IPA
Blue Ridge, GA 
fanninbrewingcompany.com

 Chief Whitepath (1761-1838) was a leader of the 
Cherokee people during the late 18th and early 19th centu-
ries.  His Indian name was Nunna-tsune-ga which translates 
to “I dwell on the peaceful path”.  (The color white has long 
been associated with peace, purity and good-
ness.)  He is particularly remembered for his 
outspoken resistance to the Cherokee Indi-
an’s yielding of land to white settlers as well 
as their acceptance of American culture.
 Whitepath was born in 1761 near 
Ellijay, GA.  He joined General Andrew Jack-
son to fight the Creek Indians at the Battle 
of Horseshoe Bend in 1814, during which he 
helped lead 600 Cherokee soldiers in defeat-
ing over 1,000 Creeks.  His strategy of steal-
ing the Creeks’ canoes and cutting off their 
escape route helped secure the victory.
 Soon after the battle, Whitepath 
became very vocal in opposition to white 
settlements in the region but he eventually 
focused his words directly against now-Pres-
ident Andrew Jackson’s attempts to relocate 
the indigenous population in the Southeast.  
Jackson was able to push the Indian Removal Act through 
Congress in 1830 which essentially negated all land claims 
Indians had in the region.  Between 1830 and 1850, the Creek, 
Seminole, Choctaw, Ponca and Cherokee peoples were all 
forced to move west with most ending up in Oklahoma.  The 
Cherokee Indians were the last to relocate starting in 1838 
after gold was discovered on their land.  
 A Supreme Court ruling in 1832 actually supported 
the Cherokee people and confirmed their right to own land 

in Georgia, as protected by the U.S. Constitution, but Jack-
son continued to push for their removal.  He negotiated with 
Cherokee leaders, including Whitepath, and they eventually 
settled on the Treaty of New Echota in 1835, a treaty White-

path vehemently opposed along with 16,000 other Cherokee 
Indians who petitioned against the deal.  According to the 
treaty, the tribe traded all of their land east of the Mississippi 
for new land in Oklahoma and $5 million.  Although White-
path was given a reprieve due to his military service, he de-
clined and decided to travel to Oklahoma with his tribe.  He 
was 75 years old when he began the journey and only made 
it to Hopkinsville, KY where he passed away and was buried.  
He was one of approximately 4,000 Cherokee Indians that 
died along the Trail of Tears.
 Stories about Chief Whitepath are not without con-
troversy as the dates of certain events have led many people 
to question their authenticity.  For example, during the Battle 
of Horseshoe Bend, Chief Whitepath would have been well 
over 50 years old, quite elderly for a warrior in those days, 
but he certainly could have still participated.  Many sources 
also claim that he grew up in a cabin that his parents built 
but these same sources also frequently claim that the cabin 
was built twenty years or more after he was born.  It may have 
just been a cabin in which he or his parents lived for a time.  
Whitepath might have even been born across the border in 
North Carolina.  For some reason, the exact details of his life 
seem to have become a bit confused and distorted over time.
 Warrior or not, Chief Whitepath is remembered as a 
kind-hearted person who worked tirelessly to help the Cher-
okee people.  His alleged childhood cabin has since been re-
located from its original home in Turniptown, GA and now 
stands as a part of the National Georgia History Center on 
the campus of Brenau University in Gainesville, GA.  Statues 
of Chief Whitepath can be found at the cabin as well as at his 
gravesite in Hopkinsville.  Chief Whitepath’s legacy of dwell-
ing “on the peaceful path” remains an inspiration to many, 
including the workers at Fannin Brewing Company who pay 
tribute to the Cherokee leader with their Chief Whitepath 
White IPA.

From the Brewer:  Refreshing White IPA featuring lime leaf tea, lemon-
grass, and Mosaic and Calypso hops.  ABV 5.8%, IBU 66
Tom Fennell - Founder

Chief Whitepath’s cabin, now found on the campus of Brenau University in Gainesville, GA



Service Brewing Company
Lincoln’s Gift Oyster Stout™

Savannah, GA 
servicebrewing.com

General William Tecumseh Sherman, c. 1865

From the Brewer:  Union General William Tecumseh Sherman presented Savan-
nah as a Christmas Gift to Abraham Lincoln after his march to the sea.  Lincoln 
was also fond of Oyster Stew.  A sweet stout brewed with locally harvested May 
River oysters, giving this traditional dark beer a slightly briny character.  
ABV 5.5%, IBU 27
Kevin Ryan and Meredith Sutton - Co-Founders

 On December 22, 1864, President Abraham Lincoln 
was presented a very unusual Christmas gift: the city of Sa-
vannah, GA.  Union General William Te-
cumseh Sherman, under the command of 
President Lincoln, led a military campaign 
in late 1864 that resulted in the Union Ar-
my’s capture of the city of Atlanta.  This 
was a major blow to the Confederacy as 
it greatly diminished their ability to dis-
tribute troops and supplies throughout 
the South.  Sherman followed the act 
with his famous March to the Sea which 
was a campaign designed to cut off any 
final supply routes the Confederacy may 
have still had; however, it turned out to 
mostly be a trail of destruction.  Gener-
al Sherman and his army left Atlanta on 
November 15 and began marching to-
wards Savannah, demolishing military 
structures, railroads, telegraph lines, in-
dustrial buildings, civilian property, farms 
and other structures along the way.  They 
also helped many slaves escape from their 
plantations.  The entire operation took 
place deep inside of enemy territory and 
Sherman’s troops were without resupply connections for the 
entire affair as their supplies, along with the U.S. Navy, were 
waiting for them on the other side of Savannah.  Sherman’s 
forces received some resistance along their route, including 
during the Battle of Fort McAllister on December 13, but they 
were mostly able to push through without incident, ultimate-
ly arriving in the port city of Savannah on December 21.
 But before the city could be ransacked, a deal was 
struck between Sherman and the mayor of Savannah prom-
ising that Union troops would receive no resistance if they 
would spare the city.  The deal was accepted and only a few 
days before Christmas, General Sherman sent a telegram to 
Abraham Lincoln.  It read, “To his excellency, President Lin-
coln.  I beg to present you as a Christmas Gift the City of 
Savannah, with 150 heavy guns and plenty of ammunition, 
and also about 25,000 bales of cotton.”  Lincoln replied to 
Sherman two days later by saying, “Many, many thanks for 
your Christmas gift” and attributed the campaign’s success 
entirely to Sherman and his soldiers.
 Following his destructive conquest, Sherman was 
forced to deal with a plethora of refugees, nearly all of them 
former slaves.  During discussions with Garrison Frazier, a 
67-year old former pastor of the Third African Baptist Church 
who was chosen to represent the refugees, a deal was struck 
to divvy up 400,000 acres into 40-acre plots, allowing the ref-
ugees a chance to work their own land for the best possible 
chance at prosperity.  This is likely the origin of the “40 acres 
and a mule” promise that was allegedly made by the U.S. Gov-
ernment to former slaves.  Sherman’s Special Field Orders 
No. 15 commanded the distribution of the 400,000 acres but, 
beyond those orders, there is no definitive evidence that the 
U.S. Government ever committed to the idea.  It seems that 
many politicians and other leaders often spoke of the concept 
and led many former slaves to believe they would receive 

land, only to leave them disappointed later on.  The idea of 
“a mule” was never stipulated anywhere but some refugees 

did get mules from the U.S. Army.  In the 
end, about 40,000 freed slaves settled on 
about 435,000 acres of the Sea Islands, a 
chain of islands along the South Carolina 
and Georgia coasts.
 The effectiveness of Sherman’s 
March to the Sea is continually debated 
among historians as to both its necessi-
ty and its effectiveness.  By destroying 
so much infrastructure, Sherman greatly 
disabled the Confederates but also cre-
ated an extensive amount of rebuilding 
and animosity in the region.  Many feel 
that the capture of Atlanta was basically a 
death knell for the Confederates and that 
while the capture of Savannah may have 
made sense strategically, destroying ev-
erything in between the cities was likely 
unnecessary.  The region was left greatly 
impoverished and many Southerners held 
a long-standing grudge against the North 
as they spent decades rebuilding.
 It is very fortunate that the city of 

Savannah ended up a part of President Lincoln’s Christmas 
celebration instead of burned to the ground.  Savannah is 
the oldest city in Georgia and is now home to nearly 150,000 
people as well as endless historical sites including the birth-
place of Juliette Low, founder of the Girl Scouts; the Central 
of Georgia Railway complex, the oldest still-standing railway 
station in the country; the Georgia Historical Society, the old-
est continually-operating historical society in the South; and 
the First African Baptist Church, one of the first black Baptist 
churches in the country.  The entire town is woven together 
with cobblestone streets, parks and deeply historic buildings, 
many of which even predate the United States, and in the mid-
dle of it all is Service Brewing Company, a veteran-owned craft 
brewery that pays tribute to their hometown and their coun-
try with every pint.



Big Island Brewhaus
Paniolo Pale Ale
Waimea (Kamuela), HI
bigislandbrewhaus.com

	 In	1792,	Hawaiian	King	Kamehameha	I	received	five	
longhorn	cattle	as	a	gift	from	British	naval	officer	George	Van-
couver.  The cattle were very weak after the long sea voyage 
so Kamehameha ordered that no one should harm them and 
that they should be allowed to wander freely for ten years, 
until a larger herd had formed.  The cattle did just that and a 
massive	herd	soon	flourished	across	the	northern	part	of	the	
Big Island, often to the dismay of the island’s residents.  The 
more	the	herd	grew,	the	more	they	needed	to	eat	and	people	
soon found the animals destroying their homes and farms.  
Eventually, it became obvious that someone was needed to 
control	 the	wild	 beasts	 and	 these	 people	 became	known	 as	
paniolos,	America’s	first	cowboys.
	 According	to	legend,	Kamehameha	I	either	appoint-
ed	an	American	named	John	Parker	who	subsequently	hired	
Spanish-Mexican	horsemen	and	cattle	ranchers	called	vaqueros 
to	help	tend	the	herd,	or	Kamehameha	I’s	heir	to	the	throne,	
Kamehameha III, discovered the skilled ranchers while tour-
ing the world.  Either way, vaqueros were brought to Hawai’i 
and they taught the locals how to tend cattle.  
	 Mexican	vaqueros were horse-riding livestock herders 
with	roots	going	back	to	pre-colonial	Spain	who	passed	along	
their	knowledge	and	skills	to	Americans	in	the	West	as	well	
as	in	Florida	and	Hawai‘i.		Paniolo	began	wrangling	cattle	in	
Hawai‘i as early as 1815, decades before their more famous 
companions	in	the	American	West.		John	Parker	was	a	former	
New Englander who married Kamehameha I’s granddaughter 
and,	with	Kamehameha	 III’s	 permission,	 set	 up	 a	 ranch	 on	
royal	land	near	the	Mauna	Kea	volcano	in	1837.		Parker	Ranch	
became	the	largest	privately-owned	ranch	in	America	and	was	
essentially	a	 training	center	 for	paniolo.	 	 In	addition,	 it	un-
intentionally	became	the	epicenter	for	a	significant	Hawaiian	
cultural movement, one that still stands strong today.
	 Life	on	an	island	tends	to	create	its	own	unique	set	
of	circumstances	and	the	paniolos’	response	to	ranching	was	
no	exception.		The	work	they	did	was	sometimes	very	similar	

to	 the	 traditional	 Amer-
ican cowboy but at other 
times	looked	quite	differ-
ent.		Paniolo	rarely	chased	
down wild cattle like 
most	 stereotypical	 cow-
boys but more commonly 

drove	them	into	pits	that	were	dug	in	the	bottom	of	a	ravine	
where they would wait for the cattle to tire due to hunger or 
thirst.  Then, the horns of the cattle were tied to an older steer 
who would lead them out of the ravine and back to the ranch.  
Paniolo	 tended	 to	 follow	 the	 traditional	 dress	 and	methods	

of the vaqueros	more	 closely	 than	 cowboys	 of	 the	American	
West	and	many	of	the	vaqueros who came to Hawai‘i married 
Hawaiian	women,	settled	on	the	islands,	and	created	a	unique	
ancestral	legacy.		“Paniolo”	is	believed	to	be	a	Hawaiian	ver-
sion of the word “española”,	given	that	Hawaiians	did	not	use	
the	“s”	sound.
	 The	paniolo	developed	their	own	technique	for	las-
soing a steer in a way that allowed them to do it individually 
instead of in teams of two, as was the common method at the 
time.  They became very highly skilled horseman and ranchers 
and,	 to	 the	 surprise	of	 the	entire	world,	 a	 representative	of	
Parker	Ranch	named	Ikua	Purdy	won	the	steer-roping	event	
at the 1908 Cheyenne Frontier Days rodeo, the biggest rodeo 
competition	in	the	world.		This	cowboy	stood	out	for	his	dark	
skin as much as his unusual methods but he showed other 
cowboys	his	 techniques	and	 changed	cattle	 ranching	world-
wide,	causing	Purdy	and	his	companions	to	pick	up	the	nick-
name,	“The	Hawaiian	Roughriders”.
 Hawai’i contains ten of the world’s 14 climate zones 
including	 everything	 from	wet	 tropical	 areas	 to	 hot	 deserts	
to	cold	periglacial	climates.		This	means	that	cattle	can	only	
be	raised	in	a	few	select	areas	and	the	Waimea	region	in	the	
northern	part	of	the	Big	Island	is	an	excellent	choice.		Many	of	
today’s	paniolos	have	roots	that	date	back	to	the	early	years	
at	Parker	Ranch	and	they	continue	the	traditions	created	by	
their	 unique	Hawaiian	 ancestors.	 	 They	 are	 often	 still	 seen	
at	celebrations,	parades	or	even	just	wandering	around	town	
wearing	their	traditional	dress	and	showing	off	their	impres-
sive	skills.		Paniolos	are	celebrated	throughout	the	islands	and	
especially	 in	Waimea	(Kamuela),	 the	home	of	Parker	Ranch	
and Big Island Brewhaus.  

From the Brewer:  This crowd 
pleasing beer is brewed with the 
Hawaiian Cowboy in mind.  Bold 
and robust this hoppy pale ale is 
balanced with 2 Row, Crystal, & 
Munich malts and American Cas-
cade and Centennial hops that 
bring to mind tropical fruit and 
wild flowers.  Food Matching: 
With its spicy-citrus hop bite and 
hearty touch of  caramel this beer 
style loves a variety of moderately 
rich, spiced, zesty foods.  
ABV 5.8%, IBU 45 
Thomas Kerns - Founder, Brewer 
& Owner,  Jayne Kerns - Founder

Ikua Purdy

™



Monument City Brewing Company
Battle IPA
Baltimore, MD
monumentcitybrewing.com

 Since Baltimore is one of the most historic cities in 
the United States, it inevitably has a lot of monuments.  There 
are memorials to 9/11, Francis Scott Key, George Washington, 
Baltimore’s shipping industry and even Casimir Pulaski, a Pol-
ish immigrant who joined America’s war for independence and 
is now known as the “Father of American Cavalry”.  When the 
Praay family decided to open Monument City Brewing Compa-
ny in Baltimore, they wished to pay tribute to their city’s rich 
history and this included featuring one of Baltimore’s most 
famous monuments on their Battle IPA.  

 The Battle Monument can be found in downtown 
Baltimore on North Calvert Street, only a few blocks from the 
Inner Harbor.  It sits on a small strip of land known as Battle 
Monument Park.  The monument pays tribute to the Battle 
of Baltimore, the Battle of North Point, a stand-off in what is 
now known as Patterson Park, and also honors those who died 
in September of 1814 as part of the War of 1812.
 The 39-foot tall monument was designed by Balti-
more architect J. Maximilian M. Godefroy and was completed 
in 1825.  The base is made from 18 layers of marble, each 
representing one of the 18 states in the Union at the time of 
the war.  Originally, a marble statue of a woman stood on top 
of the monument but the statue was moved to the Maryland 
Historical Society in 2013 due to increasing damage and it was 
replaced with a cement replica.  The woman depicted by the 
sculpture is commonly known as Lady Baltimore and holds 
a laurel wreath in one hand and a ship’s rudder in the other.  
The Battle Monument is the oldest stone monument in the 
U.S. and was the first war memorial in the country.  It is fea-
tured on both the Baltimore city seal and flag.
 Soon after the British burned down the White House 
in 1814, they set their aims on Baltimore.  Having already ran-
sacked multiple ports and towns along the coast, they believed 
that Baltimore was home to many of the ships that had been 
attacking their shipping vessels.  Starting on September 13, 
5,000 British troops landed in the harbor and began marching 
towards Baltimore.  They were met at North Point, about five 

miles away from the city, by 3,000 American troops who held 
them at bay while forces in Baltimore prepared their defenses.  
During the Battle of North Point, British Major General Rob-
ert Ross was killed by an American sharpshooter marking a 
huge blow to British military operations and morale.
 The next day, over 4,000 British soldiers attacked the 
city and attempted to take over the inner defenses at Hamp-
stead Hill, now known as Patterson Park, the outer defens-
es having already been conquered by the British Royal Navy.  
They were met by 100 cannons and over 10,000 American sol-
diers, far more than the British anticipated, and after a day of 
fighting, British troops were ordered to retreat back to their 
ships to allow for bombardment of the region from afar.  
 One thousand American troops stayed entrenched 
as the British ships then bombed Fort McHenry for 27 hours 
straight.  Amazingly, damage to the fort was minimal due to 
fortifications put in place before the battle even though as 
many as 1,800 cannonballs were sent their way.  The British 
also sent in a small ground force but they were again repelled 
by American troops.  On the morning of September 14, after 
a day of constant shelling, soldiers at Fort McHenry raised a 
giant American flag above the fort as proof that they were still 
holding strong.  The British saw the flag, stopped their attack 
and left the city, sailing towards New Orleans.  The deter-
mined stand put forth by the American soldiers was demoral-
izing for British forces and the entire event helped to turn the 
momentum of the war back towards America’s favor.
 Francis Scott Key of Fredericksburg, MD was sta-
tioned on a truce ship in the Patapsco River during the Battle of 
Baltimore.  After watching what had transpired, and inspired 
by the American flag flying above Fort McHenry, he penned 
the words to his famous poem “Defense of Fort McHenry”, 
which would later become “The Star-Spangled Banner”.

The Battle Monument

From the Brewer:  Our tribute to the American IPA.  With large 
late additions, this golden copper IPA has an abundance of floral 
and piney hop notes.  ABV 7.5%, IBU 70 
Kennith Praay & Matthew Praay - Co-Founders



Ipswich Ale Brewery 
Hellbound Barleywine 
Ipswich, MA
ipswichalebrewery.com

 Ipswich, MA had seen the likes of George 
Whitefield once before.  An early leader in the Method-
ist movement, he had been on a tour of New England 
when he made his second visit to the First Church of 
Ipswich on September 30, 1740, a night that would for-
ever find a place in New England folklore.

 Whitefield (also spelled Whitfield) was cross-
eyed, high energy and could deliver a powerful sermon.  
He drew thousands of people to church, collected large 
sums in donations and was said to bring listeners to 
the heights of joy and sadness all in the same sermon.  
Whitefield became a trained preacher in England and 
first traveled to the American colonies in 1738.  After 
spending time in Georgia, he decided that the colo-
nies were in need of an orphanage, especially for Afri-
can-American children, and dedicated his 
life to the task.  Whitefield moved back 
to England but returned to the colonies 
in 1740 and began delivering a series of 
sermons that became known as the Great 
Awakening.  These sermons allowed him 
to gain funding for the orphanage which 
would eventually be built in Nazareth, PA 
(now known as the Whitefield House).  
 On the evening of September 
30th, Whitefield began yet another long 
and insightful sermon.  He drew a very 
large crowd and because of its excessive 
size, he preached from a ledge outside of 
the church to allow for extra seating.  A 
large, curved mirror in the church was 
said to be the home of the Devil and on 
Sundays the Devil would allegedly sit be-
hind it and watch parishioners.  White-
field’s powerful sermon was filled with 
fire and brimstone as well as personal 
threats towards the Devil and it caused 
the Devil himself to jump from the mirror 

and stand before the awestruck congregation. 
 Almost immediately, Whitefield and the Devil 
found themselves in a brawl.  They pushed and shoved 
and wrestled and fought until the Devil made a sudden 
dash for the steeple.  Whitefield gave chase and the two 
found themselves eye-to-eye high above the worship-
pers below.  Whitefield shouted at the Devil and lunged 
forward, pushing him off the steeple, and as the Devil 
hit the ground he landed on one foot on the rocks be-
low before running away into the woods.  Next to the 
church, forever forged into the rocks, visitors can now 
find the Devil’s footprint.  
 According to legend, Whitefield simply dusted 
himself off and returned to his sermon, barely shak-

en by the event.  In fact, it wasn’t even mentioned in 
his journal entry that evening.  Whitefield continued 
to preach between England and the New World until 
his passing in 1770.  He made a total of seven voyag-

es to the Americas and greatly impressed 
many of his listeners, including Benjamin 
Franklin.  Whitefield was one of the first 
preachers to give sermons to slaves and 
was said to have the vocal strength to be 
heard by crowds as large as 30,000.  He 
would ultimately deliver an estimated 
18,000 sermons to as many as ten million 
people in his lifetime.
 Just down the street from the Devil’s 
footprint lies the Ipswich Ale Brewery 
who have been serving up brews across 
New England since the early 1990s.  With 
each can, bottle and pint they preserve the 
heritage of their home as well as refresh 
the local populous with concoctions like 
Ipswich Hellbound Barleywine.  The Dev-
il’s footprint can also been seen in other 
rocky areas around Massachusetts includ-
ing in the towns of Auburn, Easton, Hol-
liston, Medfield, Norton, Rochester and 
Seekonk.  

From the Brewer:  Our take on an Amer-
ican barleywine goes down smooth but 
packs a devilishly bold punch.  It’s slight-
ly sweet with lingering hints of raisins 
and caramel.  
ABV 11.8%, IBU 35
Rob Martin - President

A mural found along the Ipswich Riverwalk (painted by Alan Pearsall)

The Devil’s Footprint - just outside of the First Church in Ipswich



Mayflower Brewing Company
New World IPA
Plymouth, MA
mayflowerbrewing.com

 It is difficult to truly determine which non-native civ-
ilization first discovered the New World but we know it has 
been inhabited for many thousands of years.  Native Americans 
came to North America across the Bering Land Bridge rough-
ly 25,000 years ago; Vikings are believed to have made their 
way to present-day Canada and possibly America sometime 
around 1000 A.D. and recent evidence now shows that ancient 
Polynesians also likely landed in North America around the 
same time, if not earlier.  The term “New World”, however, 
was distinctly European and came into use after Christopher 
Columbus first landed in the Bahamas.
 Columbus’ voyages opened the doors for transatlan-
tic travel, trade and European colonization.  The first English 
Puritans, now commonly known as the Pilgrims, to find their 

way to the New World traveled by way of an old English mer-
chant ship named the Mayflower.  The ship had three masts 
and three levels: the main deck, gun deck and cargo hold.  The 
Mayflower was armed with over a dozen guns in case of run-ins 
with pirates or other ruthless ships and although the exact 
contents of the ship are not perfectly clear, it is likely the Pil-
grims brought the provisions they would need to start a new 
settlement as well as defend themselves from other inhabi-
tants.  This may have included cannons, gunpowder, tools, an-
imals, dogs, sheep, poultry and, of course, beer. 
 A ship known as the Speedwell was supposed to make 
the voyage along with the Mayflower but it sprung a leak short-
ly after departure.  Both ships returned to port for repairs but 
the Speedwell then sprung another leak and was abandoned.  
Because of this, the Mayflower’s initial group of 65 passengers 
grew to 102 and also included about 30 crew members.  Poor 
weather delayed the ship for another month during which time 
the passengers lived on board and diminished their provisions.  
Finally, on September 6, 1620, the Mayflower set sail, leaving 
from Plymouth, England.
 The journey was treacherous.  The Mayflower was 
faced with severe storms and weeks of unending heavy seas 
that eventually caused one of the main support beams to crack.  
The break was severe and could have caused further cracks to 
occur that would have ultimately sunk the ship but the repairs 
put together by the many distraught passengers and the ship’s 
carpenter were strong enough to keep the boat seaworthy.
 The Mayflower arrived in present-day Cape Cod, MA 

on November 9, 1620 and initially attempted to sail south in 
order to establish a settlement in the Colony of Virginia, as 
was their original intention, but poor weather forbade it.  Held 
back by the rough seas, some of the passengers instead took 
to surveying the area and found some ancient Indian mounds 
that were used both as burial sites and to store corn.  The 
Pilgrims took some of the corn and, according to the Indi-
ans, desecrated the gravesites which sparked early tensions 
between the settlers and the indigenous inhabitants.  After 
a troublesome interaction with the Nauset Indians, the crew 
turned south and finally established their first settlement, now 
known as Plymouth, MA.  
 The first winter was devastating and most of the 
passengers spent it aboard the Mayflower where numerous ill-

nesses were passed around, killing many aboard.  
Those who attempted to survive on shore fared 
little better with a lack of food and shelter as tem-
peratures fell far below freezing.  Only 53 of the 
102 passengers and about half of the crew survived 
the winter, and although the Pilgrims first set foot 
in Plymouth, MA on December 21, 1620, they 
didn’t truly settle in the area until the following 
Spring.
 Drew Brosseau, founder and president of 
Mayflower Brewing Company in Plymouth, MA, 
had many good reasons to name his brewery after 
the Mayflower’s historic voyage.  In addition to the 
significance of the brewery’s location, Brosseau 
is the tenth great grandson of John Alden who 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean aboard the Mayflower 
and ultimately became one of Plymouth’s first set-

tlers.  Alden was a cooper which means he made wooden stor-
age vessels and, in the case of the Mayflower, he undoubtedly 
made many wooden barrels to store beer.  In fact, according to 
the writings of some of the Mayflower’s passengers, it is quite 
possible that the ship decided to make an early landing in pres-
ent-day Massachusetts rather than heading south to Virginia 
simply because they ran out of ingredients for making beer.

From the Brewer:  New World IPA is a 6% unfiltered IPA that is built 
on pale malt with wheat malt added for head retention and a smooth 
mouthfeel.  The beer is loaded with El Dorado, Mosaic, and Citra hops 
creating big aromas of pineapple and mango.  ABV 6%, IBU 15 
Drew Brosseau - Founder & President



Mother’s Brewing Company
The Great Cobra Scare of 1953
Springfield, MO
mothersbrewing.com

 The Indian Cobra, native to Southeast Asia, is one of the 
most venomous snakes in the world and it is also one of the snakes 
that most commonly bites humans in India.  The Indian Cobra re-
leases enough venom in one bite to kill ten 
humans and in as little as 15 minutes those 
bitten by the snake will experience muscular 
paralysis that is often followed by cardiac ar-
rest or respiratory failure.  The fatality rate 
for Indian Cobra bites is around 30% and in 
1953 the residents of Springfield, MO were 
faced with the terrible reality that their town 
was inexplicably filled with the deadly ser-
pents.  
 On August 15, 1953, Roland Par-
rish was working in his yard on East Olive 
Street when he noticed a large snake.  The 
snake rose up, opened its hood and lunged 
at him but, fortunately, it didn’t strike him.  
Parrish killed it with a garden hoe.  
 A week later, a second snake was 
found across the street from Parrish’s home, 
this time in the front yard of Wesley Rose.  
Rose was called to his front yard by his bark-
ing dog and when he went out to investigate, 
he found it attacking a snake.  Rose also 
killed the snake with a garden hoe and then 
gave it to the police who, with the aid of a 
local science teacher, identified it and a notice was placed in the paper.  
The operator of the nearby Mowrer Pet Shop was then questioned and 
while he did admit to having cobras he said that all of his snakes were 
accounted for.
 A third snake was spotted eight days later by Ralph Moore 
who, of course, killed it with a garden hoe.  That same day, a fourth 

snake was repeatedly run over and killed 
by Willis Murdaugh’s car.  Snake #5 was 
killed with a garden hoe by Mrs. Howard 
McCoy, also on East Olive Street, and 
snake #6 was captured by Reo Mowrer 
near his pet store and given to the police.  
 The seventh snake may have had the 
most dramatic death of all.  On Septem-
ber 9, L. H. Stockton spotted the crea-
ture slithering through his garden so he 
threw a rock at it only to watch the snake 
crawl into the foundation of his house.  
He called the police who arrived with a 
ten-foot long, homemade noose but the 
snake-catching tool proved useless so the 
police instead threw a canister of tear gas 
under the house.  As soon as the snake 
poked its head out it was shot five times 
by a police officer but, amazingly, the 
snake was still able to rise up and open 
its hood, threatening an attack.  It was fin-
ished off with a garden hoe.
 By September, the citizens of Spring-
field were living in a nightmare and they 
were quite distraught as a leisurely walk 
through the neighborhood had suddenly 
turned into a nerve-wracking experience.  
Del Caywood, the City Health Director, 
ordered Mowrer to move all of his an-
imals out of the city limits and he then 
drove around town blaring snake-charm-
ing music (colloquially known as the 
“Cobra Blues”) in hopes of drawing out 

other snakes (FYI: snakes can’t hear).  Antivenom was shipped in, 
people kept their pets inside and many residents could be seen walk-
ing around town carrying garden hoes.  Life magazine even gave the 

story nationwide attention in its article “The 
Big Ozark Cobra Hunt” (Sept. 28, 1953).
 The eighth snake was run over by H.K. 
Patton’s car but it still reared up and struck 
at the vehicle.  Nearby residents captured the 
snake and a police officer bashed its head in 
with a rock.  The ninth snake met its maker 
when Dan Funkhouser killed it with a gar-
den hoe and the tenth snake was killed 45 
minutes later.  On October 25, the 11th and 
final snake encounter resulted in the cobra 
being captured and placed in the local zoo 
where it was then viewed by over 5,000 peo-
ple.  It died soon after and its remains are 
now kept at the Trustee Science Center at 
Drury University.
 Although this was the final snake 
sighting, no one knew that at the time and 
residents remained wary for months.  Local 
businesses cashed in on the unusual circum-
stances with cobra cocktails, cobra bumper 
stickers, cobra t-shirts and other novelty 
items.  Finally, 35 years later, Carl Bennett, 
a resident of Springfield, admitted to causing 

all the trouble.  As a 14-year-old, Bennett purchased an exotic fish 
from the Mowrer Pet Shop only to have it die a few days later.  After 
Mowrer refused to refund the purchase, an angry Bennett saw a crate 
of snakes behind the store and set them free.  He had no idea the 
snakes were dangerous and deeply regrets the entire affair.  
 Young Bennett may have made a terrible decision but 
thanks to the garden hoe-wielding skills of the good people of Spring-
field, MO, and a little good luck, no one was hurt, and the entire affair 
has since made for one great story as well as one great beer: The Great 
Cobra Scare of 1953 from Mother’s Brewing Company.

From the Brewer:  The Great Cobra Scare of ‘53 is an Ozarks style 
wheat ale with a bite.  Refreshing and invigorating, it is as well suited 
to cobra hunting as it is to lazy afternoons in a hammock.  A beer 
named in celebration of the sometimes surreal lore of the people whose 
spirit and resilience were displayed during the Cobra Scare.  ABV 5% 
Jeff Schrag - Owner & Founder

An Indian cobra



Meadowlark Brewing
Teddy Roosevelt American Badass
Sidney, MT
meadowlarkbrewing.com

	 Theodore	Roosevelt	 had	 a	 lot	 of	 nicknames:	 “The	Rough	
Rider”,	“The	Hero	of	San	Juan	Hill”,	“The	Lion”,	“The	Trust	Buster”,	
“The	Wilderness	Warrior”,	 “TR”,	 “The	Bull	Moose”	and,	of	 course,	
“Teddy”.		Perhaps	“American	Badass”	can	now	be	added	to	the	list.
	 Theodore	Roosevelt	Jr.	(1858-1919)	was	born	on	East	20th	
Street	in	New	York	City,	the	second	
of	four	children.		He	was	born	into	
a	family	of	great	wealth	but	strug-
gled	 with	 illness	 throughout	 his	
childhood	 which	 kept	 him	 taking	
advantage	 of	 all	 the	 opportunities	
he	was	given.		He	fell	in	love	with	
zoology	 at	 age	 seven	 and	 became	
an	amateur	taxidermist,	ultimately	
creating	his	own	version	of	 a	nat-
ural	science	museum	in	his	home.		
By	the	time	he	reached	adulthood,	
his	 museum	 would	 include	 hun-
dreds	 of	 species	 (especially	 birds)	
that	were	carefully	taxidermied	and	
labeled,	and	much	of	his	collection	
is	now	found	in	museums	like	the	
Smithsonian.	 	 Roosevelt’s	 father,	
also	 named	 Theodore,	 had	 many	
remarkable	 achievements	 as	 well	
and	inspired	his	son	in	many	ways.		
Roosevelt	 Sr.	 helped	 establish	 the	
Metropolitan	Museum	 of	 Art,	 the	
American	Museum	 of	 Natural	 History	 and	 the	 YMCA;	 he	 strongly	
supported	the	Union	in	the	Civil	War;	and	he	would	take	his	family	
on	adventurous	vacations,	including	hiking	the	Alps	with	young	The-
odore.		
	 Roosevelt	 Jr.	was	homeschooled	until	 he	 entered	Harvard	
College	in	1876	and	despite	the	sudden	death	of	his	father	in	1878,	
he	still	managed	to	graduate	with	honors.		Aside	from	mastering	his	
studies	with	what	was	often	called	a	“near-photographic	memory”,	he	
also	boxed	and	rowed.		Although	he	had	a	deep	love	for	the	natural	
world,	he	was	also	drawn	to	politics	and	enrolled	 in	Columbia	Law	
School.		The	more	he	studied,	the	more	he	found	law	to	be	irrational	
and	he	became	increasingly	inclined	to	run	for	political	office.		Roos-
evelt	found	many	close	ties	in	the	Republican	Party,	mostly	due	to	his	
father’s	connections,	and	in	1882	became	the	youngest	assemblyman	
in	the	history	of	New	York.		Throughout	his	life,	Roosevelt	put	forth	a	
strong,	tough	and	manly	per-
sona.	 	His	short,	stocky	stat-
ure,	medical	issues	and	glam-
orous	 upbringing	 often	 left	
him	 feeling	 inadequate	 and	
he	compensated	by	becoming	
extremely	muscular	and	fit	as	
well	as	often	taking	on	stren-
uous	 and	 difficult	 tasks,	 like	
climbing	the	Matterhorn	on	a	
whim,	which	he	did	in	1881.
	 In	 1884,	 Roosevelt	
experienced	hardship	like	few	
have	ever	known.		On	Febru-
ary	12,	his	beloved	wife	Alice	
Hathaway	Lee	Roosevelt	gave	
birth	 to	 their	 daughter	 but	
Alice	died	just	two	days	later.		
Eleven	hours	before	the	pass-
ing	 of	 his	 wife,	 Roosevelt’s	
mother	 died,	 in	 the	 same	
house.	 	That	day,	Valentine’s	
Day,	was	also	his	wedding	an-

niversary.	 	 Roosevelt	 named	 his	 newborn	 daughter,	Alice,	 after	 her	
mother	and	his	 journal	entry	 for	February	14,	1884	simply	said,	“X	
-	the	light	has	gone	out	of	my	life”.		The	pain	of	losing	his	wife	was	so	
powerful	that	he	almost	never	mentioned	her	again,	leaving	any	word	
of	the	marriage	completely	out	of	his	autobiography.

	 By	 the	end	of	1884	and	still	
filled	with	grief,	Roosevelt	abandoned	
the	 world	 of	 law,	 hopped	 on	 a	 train	
and	eventually	found	himself	in	South	
Dakota,	a	place	he	dearly	loved.		Roo-
sevelt	 spent	much	 of	 his	 life	 explor-
ing	 the	 American	West	 and	 wrote	 a	
litany	of	books	related	to	the	subject.		
He	 actually	 became	 one	 of	 the	most	
respected	 writers	 of	 his	 day	 and	 his	
works	 often	 focused	 on	 topics	 like	
hunting,	 living	 off	 the	 land,	 Native	
Americans,	 the	 animals	 of	 the	 U.S.	
and	the	majestic	beauty	of	the	West.		
Roosevelt	was	able	to	travel	the	world	
as	a	young	man	but	truly	believed	that	
no	place	was	more	beautiful	than	the	
United	States	of	America.		To	no	sur-
prise,	he	was	also	one	of	the	earliest	
and	 most	 influential	 voices	 for	 the	
environmental	 conservation	 move-
ment.	 Roosevelt	bought	a	 ranch	 in	
Medora,	ND	 (now	part	 of	 the	Theo-

dore	Roosevelt	National	Park	and	not	far	from	Sidney,	MT,	home	of	
Meadowlark	Brewing)	and	worked	as	a	sheriff	for	two	years,	always	
staying	abreast	of	national	politics.		After	returning	to	New	York	he	
climbed	through	many	different	political	positions	including	President	
of	 the	New	York	City	Police	Commissioners	board,	Assistant	Secre-
tary	of	the	Navy,	leader	of	a	cavalry	unit	(“The	Rough	Riders”)	during	
the	Spanish-American	War,	Governor	of	New	York,	President	William	
McKinley’s	Vice	President	and,	after	the	assassination	of	McKinley	in	
1901,	Roosevelt	became	the	26th	President	of	the	United	States.		He	
also	won	the	1904	election	and	served	as	president	until	1909.		
	 Roosevelt’s	terms	in	office	are	remembered	for	many	very	
influential	measures	and,	like	any	president,	nearly	all	of	them	were	
filled	with	controversy.	 	He	had	a	strong	anti-trust	platform	and	of-
ten	fought	for	worker	rights	over	corporate	earnings,	he	created	reg-
ulations	 for	 food	 and	 drugs,	 he	 helped	 establish	 the	 Panama	Canal	

and	even	received	the	Nobel	
Peace	Prize	in	1906	for	help-
ing	 to	 end	 the	 Russo-Japa-
nese	War.	 	But	of	all	of	his	
efforts,	Roosevelt	was	most	
proud	 of	 his	 conservation	
work.		As	president,	he	cre-
ated	 many	 National	 Parks,	
National	 Monuments,	 Na-
tional	Forests	and	the	entire	
U.S.	Forest	Service.
	 On	 January	 5,	
1919,	 Theodore	 Roosevelt	
passed	 away	 in	 his	 sleep	
from	 an	 unexpected	 blood	
clot.		Vice	President	Thom-
as	Marshall	summed	up	the	
event	 well;	 “Death	 had	 to	
take	 Roosevelt	 sleeping,	 if	
he	 had	 been	 awake,	 there	
would	have	been	a	fight.”

From the Brewer:  Smooth-bodied Imperial Wheat IPA with hop characteristics of watermelon 
and stone fruit.  Teddy is oak-aged, dry-hopped, and infused with distilled hop oil, delivering a 
dynamic American IPA Experience.  ABV 7.9%, IBU 85 
Travis Peterson - Founder, Tim Schnars - Chief Brewing Officer

Corporal Roosevelt and his Rough Riders atop the hill they captured during 
the Battle of San Juan Hill, 1898



Newport Craft Brewing & Distilling Company
Infringement Russian Imperial Stout aged in Thomas Tew Rum Barrels
Newport, RI
newportcraft.com

 When they’re not busy making delicious beer, New-
port Craft Brewing & Distilling Company spends their time 
concocting unique blends of liquor including vodka, gin, am-
aro, whiskey and rum.  Af-
ter they empty out their 
barrels of rum, they refill 
them with Infringement 
Russian Imperial Stout, 
creating a beer that is bal-
anced with just enough 
boldness and bitterness 
but also has a high alco-
hol content.  It certainly 
seems appropriate that 
this Rhode Island rum 
and their Infringement 
Russian Imperial Stout 
are named in memory of 
Thomas Tew, the “Rhode 
Island Pirate”.
 Little is known about the early life of Thomas Tew 
(1649-1695).  He could have been born in Rhode Island, 
somewhere else in New England or even in England, but he 
definitely lived in Newport, RI in his younger years.  He is 
also reported to have married, possibly had two daughters and 
might have even come from a wealthy family.  
 His sailing career began aboard an English privateer 
and he was eventually promoted to captain of a ship named 
Amity.  Tew moved to Bermuda in 1691 where he received per-
mission from the Governor of Bermuda (an Englishman) to at-
tack French trading vessels and settlements.  Around the time 
of Tew’s arrival, conflict broke out between settlers in Bermu-
da and the Bahamas, resulting in the onset of Bermudian pira-
cy.  Tew may have actually moved to Bermuda to simply settle 
down and enjoy the tropical surroundings but the temptation 
of riches pulled him back to sea.  He was then commissioned 
to attack a French settlement in East Africa and set off on a 
journey across the world.
 Somewhere along the way, Tew convinced his crew to 
drop their allegiance to the British crown and become pirates, 
therefore keeping all that they plundered for themselves.  Tew 
sailed around the Horn of Africa, up the eastern African coast 
and into the Red Sea where he came across a large Arabian 
ship, which Tew’s crew then attacked and took command of 
with little resistance.  The ship was loaded with gold and Tew 
and his men instantly became very wealthy, so much so that 
the bountiful plunder actually became spoken of all around the 
world.  The Amity sailed to Madagascar, a well known haven 
for pirates, and then back to Rhode Island where each crew 
member was paid about £3,000, far more than the salary they 
would have earned working for the British, while Tew took 
£12,000, a huge sum, and settled back in Newport.  He gained 
a pardon from the British government, paid back many debts 
that he owed and took on a lavish lifestyle.
 In 1695, British King William III commissioned Cap-
tain William Kidd to hunt down pirates and particularly men-
tioned Tew, describing him as a “wicked and ill-disposed per-
son”.  What King George and Captain Kidd didn’t know at the 

time, was that Tew was already dead.  The tremendous wealth 
Tew garnered instantly made him a legend, hated by mer-
chants and governments but admired by other pirates, and he 

couldn’t resist the pirating 
life for long.  In late 1694, 
Tew set off on another 
journey, this time with 
a crew of about 50 men.  
He sailed back to Mada-
gascar and met with other 
pirates, including Rhode 
Islanders Joseph Faro and 
Thomas Wake, and estab-
lished a small fleet of pi-
rate ships.  In September 
1695, Tew’s armada came 
across a convoy of ships 
under the command of the 
Mughal Empire and pro-
ceeded to attack.  The Mu-

ghal ships were well armed and managed to escape but Tew’s 
Amity snuck up on a Mughal vessel named Fateh Muhammad 
during the night.  The resulting battle was fierce and saw Tew 
get hit in the gut with a cannonball.  He stood for a moment 
on the deck of the ship, looking bewildered and holding in his 
intestines, and then finally collapsed.  His death was so grue-
some that the rest of his crew instantly surrendered resulting 
in many executions and long-term imprisonments.
 Although exact details are impossible to find, it is 
likely that Tew became one of the richest pirates in history, 
if not the richest.  In modern 
American dollars, it is estimat-
ed that he made over $100 mil-
lion plundering other ships but, 
like most pirates, he didn’t live 
long enough to enjoy any of it.  
Thomas Tew’s personal flag fea-
tured an arm holding a scimitar 
sword, the same symbol found 
today on Newport Craft Brew-
ing & Distilling Company’s 
Infringement Russian Imperial 
Stout.

From the Brewer:  The beer was designed 
to have enough roasted bitterness and 
body to balance out the impacts of the 
sweetness from the barrel and pick up the 
remnants of rum.  Infringement goes well 
beyond just throwing beer in a barrel.  It is 
the destination after a 4-year exploration 
into the realm of beer aging in rum bar-
rels.  ABV 11%, IBU 40
Brendan O’Donnell - CEO, Derek Luke - 
Co-Founder & Head Brewer, Brent Ryan 
- Co-Founder & Master Distiller

A trading card once sold along with packs of Allen & Ginter cigarettes; c. 1888



Tennessee Brew Works®
1927 IPA
Nashville, TN
tnbrew.com

 1927 was an important year in Tennessee, certainly 
one worth naming a beer after.  It was the year that Ralph S. 
Peer headed down to Bristol, TN to record some local musi-
cians.  He was the producer for the Victor Talking Machine 
Company based out of Camden, NJ, better known as Victor 
Records, and was on a mission to record blues, gospel, rag-
time and other styles of music that had developed in different 
regions of the South.  What he didn’t realize at the time, how-
ever, was that his “Bristol Sessions” recordings would launch 
the entire genre now known as country music.
 As with most types of music, it’s difficult to point to 
one particular person or event as an absolute beginning point 

but the Bristol Sessions were so powerful that they are often 
referred to as the “Big Bang of country music”.  Even Johnny 
Cash described them as “the single most important event in 
the history of country music.”  A few country artists had re-
corded before the Bristol Sessions, like Henry Whitter, A.C. 
Robertson and Uncle Dave Mason, but most country artists 
had to find a way to travel to New York City to lay down a 
recording and since their music originated from the South, the 
expenses were often just too much.  Vernon Dalhart became 
the first million-seller in country music history with his hit 
“Wreck of the Old 97” in 1924.
 Peer was definitely at the forefront of the music in-
dustry.  He embraced new mobile recording technologies, 
looked for unique artists and even developed a style of contract 
that allowed him to get paid through royalties which ultimate-
ly allowed more musicians the opportunity to record.  This 
style of contract, as well as his company, Peermusic, are still 
around today.  A white man, Peer was also very appreciative 
of Southern black music and created many opportunities for 
black musicians, a rarity at the time.  
 He had made a similar trip to the South before and re-
corded Fiddlin’ John Carson in 1923.  Although he disliked the 
recording quality of the two songs, “The Little Old Log Cab-
in in the Lane” and “The Old Hen Cackled and the Rooster’s 
Gonna Crow”, he sold all 500 copies in just a few weeks which 
inspired him to look for more “hillbilly music”.  The first two 

stops on Peer’s second journey to the South were in Savannah, 
GA and Charlotte, NC, and after reaching Bristol he opened up 
his studio for two weeks with the hope that some local talent 
would find him.  He placed ads in newspapers but had little 
response aside from Ernest “Pop” Stoneman who had already 
recorded a year earlier.  After a second newspaper ad was run, 
one that emphasized how much money Stoneman had made 
in royalties over his career, dozens of artists suddenly began 
showing up at the studio and, recording all day and night, Peer 
ultimately managed to get down 76 tracks from 19 different 
artists including the incredibly talented Jimmie Rodgers and 
the legendary Carter Family.  Rodgers is sometimes called the 
“Father of Country Music” and the Carter Family, who attend-
ed the session in overalls and “hillbilly clothes”, have become 
synonymous with early country and bluegrass.  Each artist was 
paid $50 and given 2.5¢ in royalties for each copy sold but, 
more importantly, country music was no longer a secret.
 The Carter Family and Jimmie Rodgers went on to 
become superstars and the Carters put together three gener-
ations of talented musicians, including June Carter Cash, the 
wife of Johnny Cash.  The Carter Family’s Bristol Sessions re-
cordings were released by Victor Records in late 1927 while 
the rest of the songs went out in various singles and compila-
tions.  
 The music recorded during the Bristol Sessions may 
not be the finest ever played but its historical value is un-
matched.  It has influenced generations of musicians and has 
resulted in the creation of an endless array of different musical 
styles.  Musicians from around the globe and from a variety 
of genres continually point to the Bristol Sessions as one of 
the most inspirational recordings they have ever heard.  Bris-
tol, TN is appropriately nicknamed the “birthplace of country 
music” and is also home to the Birthplace of Country Music 
Museum.    

From the Brewer:  Juicy. Citrusy. Dank. This beautifully crafted IPA utilizes 
a multitude of hop varietals along with the highest quality malts; creating 
a super aromatic, citrusy and slightly hazy IPA that is perfectly balanced on 
the palate.  This beer is our tribute to the birth of modern country music: the 
“Bristol Sessions,”Bristol, Tennessee, 1927.  ABV 7.5%, IBU 70
Christian Spears - Founder & President, Matt Simpson - Head Brewer

The Carter Family, 1927



Cibolo Creek Brewing Co.™

48ers Porter
Boerne, TX
cibolocreekbrewing.com

 At the time of the American Revolution, the concept of 
revolting against an oppressive government to create a new and in-
dependent republic was nothing new.  In fact, revolutions have been 
occurring for as long as humans have walked the Earth.  But the Amer-
ican Revolution was different.  It was a unique and powerful move-
ment that was focused on bringing the power to the people and caused 
many other countries to follow suit, ultimately leading to great change 
around the world.  The colonists’ successful (and absolutely remark-
able) accomplishment of casting off the tyranny of the most powerful 
empire in the world in order to develop a nation where everyone was 
considered equal caused it to become a point of inspiration for many 
others, especially in European countries that had seen millennia of 
non-democratic monarchs.  Following America’s quest for democra-
cy, revolutions and similar rebellions took place all around the world 

including in France, Haiti, Ireland, Greece, Italy, Spain, Portugal and 
then across Eastern Europe, Latin America and more.  In fact, the time 
period between 1774 and 1849 is often called the Age of Revolution.  
 One of the later revolutions from that era not only had a big 
impact on a particular European country but also on Texas.  In 1848, 
a wave of revolutions started in France and swept through Europe re-
sulting in many attempts to establish democratic governments.  The 
results were mixed at best and led to many Europeans abandoning 
their homes either because they were frustrated with the newly estab-
lished governments or because they were now targeted for their roles 
in the revolution.  Many of those Europeans, including the Germans of 
1848, also known as “48ers”, came to the United States of America.  
 Immigrants have always had a tendency to settle in certain 
areas of the U.S. together.  For example, Italian immigrants were (and 
still are) known to occupy New York City, Scandinavians frequently 
moved to the logging areas of the Midwest, many Chinese people set-
tled in the West and, in the case of the German immigrants of 1848, 
many of them moved to Texas.  No one can argue the positive influence 
that immigrants have had on the United States of America, especially 
since every person of non-native blood could be considered an im-
migrant (even though some people were brought to America against 
their will), but the German immigrants that moved to Texas were one 
group that left a very distinct legacy.
 Most 48ers arrived via the ports of Galveston, TX and then 
made their way across the state and into the rest of the country, set-
tling major communities as far north as Cincinnati and Milwaukee.  
As a population, they were generally outspoken in favor of individu-
al rights, equality and were adamantly opposed to slavery and seces-
sion from the Union, even in Texas.   About 200,000 48ers joined the 
Union Army during the Civil War and made up as much as 10% of 

the North’s entire fighting force.  In addition, they worked as labor-
ers, created businesses, supported many industries and often became 
highly educated and influential Americans.  Some notable 48ers in-
clude Carl Schurz who became a U.S. Senator from Missouri as well as 
the Secretary of the Interior under President Rutherford B. Hayes; his 
wife, Margarethe Schurz, who founded America’s first kindergarten (a 
German word that means “garden of children”), and Lorenz Brentano 
who represented Illinois in the House of Representatives.
 The large influx of Germans also brought a strong cultural 
influence into the already diverse American society, further mixing the 
melting pot that is the United States, and in addition to all of their 
business, educational, political, medical and artistic expertise, they 
also brought their love for alcoholic drinks.  48ers became dominant in 
the beer and wine industry and many German beer-makers used their 
skills to forever change American beer, and definitely for the better.  
Breweries run by 48ers began to pop up all around the country and 
their masterfully made beers became very popular.  By the turn of the 
century, many of the largest breweries in the country were owned by 
German Americans and just like the cultural blend that is the United 
States of America, the evolution of American beer followed suit.  
 Lagers were a German invention and they became very pop-
ular due to their lengthy shelf-life.  “Lager” is actually derived from 
the German word “lagern” which means “to store” and the German 
brewers created a particularly unique mixture that could still taste 
fresh after long train rides.  As modern refrigeration didn’t become 
commonplace until the 1930s, these brews were some of the best on 
the market and became a staple of American culture, much like they 
still are today.  Influenced by all sides (Germanic, Hispanic and other 
Anglo settlers), German brewers in Texas and Mexico also helped to 
develop the blend that we now lovingly call the Mexican lager.
 Although they weren’t all technically 48ers like Frederick 
Pabst, some of the German brewers that migrated to America around 
this time had names that have left a lasting impression in the beer 
industry; like Eberhard Anheuser (immigrated in 1842); his son-in-
law Adolphus Busch (1857); Frederick Miller (born Friedrich Müller, 
1855); Adolph Coors (1868); Joseph Schlitz (1850); David Yuengling 
(born David Jüngling, 1828); and Gottlieb Brekle (1852) whose brew-
ery eventually became Anchor Brewing Company in San Francisco.
 The city of Boerne, TX, the home of Cibolo Creek Brewing 
Co., was created by 48ers who came to the U.S. wishing to establish 
a utopia where all people would be treated equally.  The town was 
named after Karl Ludwig Börne, a famous German writer and satirist.

From the Brewer:  After the failed German Revolution of 1848, thousands 
of German revolutionaries fled Europe and immigrated to the United States.  
48ers was named after those German settlers to Hill Country area.  Boerne 
is named after 48er, Ludwig Boerne, he being a German satirist.  Our cooler 
weather porter is a dark beer drinkers joy.  Loads of roasty and coffee flavors 
on the pallet and nose.  ABV 6%, IBU 31
Mick Mazour - President and Co Founder, Sonja Mazour - Vice President 
and Co Founder, Ty Wolosin- GM Brewing Operations and Co Founder,  Josh 
Mazour- General Manager

Adolphus Busch and his wife, Elise “Lily” Anheuser Busch

Carl and Margarethe Schurz



Waddell’s Brewing Company
Alligator Stout
Spokane, WA
waddellsbrewery.com

 Rube Waddell (1876-1914) was one of the best pitch-
ers in baseball history.  In fact, he was so good that he got an 
entire brewery named in his honor in Spokane, WA .  But Wad-
dell’s Brewing Company’s Alligator Stout isn’t named after 
any sort of secret pitch that he threw, nor did he ever play for a 
team named the Alligators; instead, Waddell wrestled them in 
the off-season.
 George Edward “Rube” Waddell (1876-1914) was 
born on Friday the 13th (October 13) in 
Bradford, PA, the beginning of what would 
become a remarkable life story.  Even as a 
tyke, he was anything but normal.  At the 
age of three, Waddell allegedly wandered 
away from home and decided to hang out 
with some firemen at a nearby fire station.  
It took them several days to figure out 
where he came from before they finally de-
livered him back home.  He never put much 
effort into school and the results were ap-
parent.  He was barely literate and as an 
adult wasn’t much smarter than most chil-
dren.  Waddell grew up on a farm and also 
worked on mining and drilling sites which 
helped him strengthen his already large 6’ 
1” frame.  He also supposedly developed 
his pitching arm by throwing rocks at birds.
 Even Waddell’s entry into Major 
League Baseball was unusual.  He spent 
about a year on the roster of numerous minor league teams but 
never actually pitched in a game; however, in August 1897, the 
Pittsburgh Pirates offered him a tryout anyway.  The Pirates 
were impressed with his skills and were ready to give him a 
contract but once the team’s manager heard Waddell’s child-
like utterances at breakfast, they instantly cut him.  The Lou-

isville Colonels, who were in Pittsburgh for 
a series against the Pirates at the time, were 
also impressed and offered him a contract 
too.  Waddell took the mound in Septem-
ber for the first time, a game the Colonels 
would lose 5-1.
 He may have lost his first game but 
Waddell went on to have a storied career 
as a professional baseball pitcher, one that 
would earn him a spot in the Major League 
Baseball Hall of Fame in 1946.  In addition 
to the Colonels, he would also play for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates (1900-1901), Chica-
go Orphans (1901), Philadelphia Athlet-
ics (1902-1907) and the St. Louis Browns 
(1908-1910).  At the time that Waddell 
pitched, hitters were known for slapping 
at the ball and stretching out soft singles 
rather than swinging for the fences like to-

day’s game.  This resulted in many more base hits and very 
few strikeouts, making Waddell’s devastating strike-out pitch-
ing style even more impressive.  During his career, Waddell 
led the American League in strikeouts for six straight years 
(1902-1907), took the Philadelphia Athletics to the pennant, 
became the second pitcher to ever strike out three batters on 
nine pitches, and recorded 302 strikeouts during the 1902 
season, 115 more than the runner-up.  His 349 strikeouts in 

1904, however, remained an MLB record for 
over 60 years.  In 1905, he won the Triple 
Crown for pitching and recorded a 27-10 
record with 287 strikeouts as well as an 
ERA of 1.48, his fourth 20-win season in 
a row.  Waddell retired with a nearly 3-1 
strikeout-to-walk ratio, 193 career wins, a 
2.16 lifetime ERA and a remarkable 2,316 
strikeouts.
 This was all, of course, when he 
wasn’t busy chasing fire trucks, or so the 
story goes.  While the legend of Waddell 
abandoning the mound to chase after a 
passing firewagon is probably not true, 
many of his other antics can’t be denied.  
Waddell was known to send his team back 
to the dugout at the beginning of an inning 
and then strike out the next three batters 
with no one behind him.  He was easily 
distracted when people in the crowd would 

hold up shiny objects, make strange noises or bring their pup-
pies and he would constantly get into arguments with hecklers.  
Some players even brought small toys and would leave them 
on the field, supposedly taking Waddell’s mind completely off 
the game.  The famous Ken Burns documentary series Baseball 
even claims that Waddell once lost track of how many women 
he had married (3).  In his early years, he was known to aban-
don the mound in the middle of an inning to go fishing and 
he would sometimes disappear from spring training for days, 
often later found hanging out around fire stations.  
 According to Lee Allen’s book, The American League 
Story, Waddell began the 1903 season “sleeping in a firehouse 
at Camden, New Jersey, and ended it tending bar in a saloon 
in Wheeling, West Virginia.  In between those events, he won 
22 games for the Philadelphia Athletics, toured the nation in 
a melodrama called The Stain of Guilt, courted, married and 
became separated from May Wynne Skinner of Lynn, Massa-
chusetts, saved a woman from drowning, accidentally shot a 
friend through the hand, and was bitten by a lion.”  He would 
also visit slums to play games with children, once led a parade 
through Jacksonville, FL, and, after disappearing into Canada 
early in his career, was eventually found wrestling alligators in 
a circus.
 In 1911, Waddell was pitching for a minor-league 
team in Minnesota and living in Hickman, KY, along the Mis-
sissippi River.  When a flood hit, Waddell spent hours in the 
freezing cold water stacking sandbags.  He helped save the 
town but also came down with pneumonia and then later 
with tuberculosis.  His powerful body slowly deteriorated and 
George “Rube” Waddell passed away in 1914, just before his 
38th birthday.

From the Brewer:  A satisfying big black beer loaded 
with layers of chocolate and coffee aromas, solid notes 
of breadiness and roasted barley.  Rich, slightly sweet in 
flavor with a perfect amount of hops bitterness to bal-
ance everything out!  ABV 6.8%, IBU 40 
Bryan Utigard - Head Brewer

George “Rube” Waddell, 1901



The Great Dane Pub & Brewing Co.
Old Glory APA
Madison, WI
greatdanepub.com

 The American flag has a number of nicknames, the 
most famous of which are “Stars and Stripes”, the “Star-Span-
gled Banner” and “Old Glory”.  The 50-star version of the flag 
was adopted in 1960 and its current tenure is the longest of 
any iteration.  The first flag used by American forces is often 
called the Grand Union Flag and looks like a cross between 
the modern American flag and the flag of Great Britain, with 
the Union Jack in the place of today’s white stars and blue 
background; however, a variety of unique flags represented dif-
ferent Revolutionary War regiments during America’s earliest 

days.  On June 14, 1777, the Continental Congress officially 
declared that “the flag of the thirteen United States be thirteen 
stripes, alternate red and white; that the union be thirteen 
stars, white in a blue field, representing a new constellation.”  
(For this reason, June 14 is now observed as Flag Day.)  When 
reinforcements arrived at Fort Schuyler in New York (now 
known as Fort Stanwix) on August 3, 1777 with news of the 
adoption of a new flag, soldiers and their wives literally cut up 
their clothing to create the first official American flag.
 Standardized national flags were an unusual concept 
during the late 18th century, so while all U.S. flags may have 
followed the rules stated above, they also often looked very 
different.  The “Betsy Ross flag”, containing thirteen stars ar-
ranged into a circle, became quite popular but it was far from 
the only design in use in the late 1700s.  In fact, during this 
era, it wasn’t unusual to see a naval fleet with each ship sport-
ing its own unique version of the American flag.
 As more states joined the Union, many flags saw an 
increase in the number of stars and stripes.  For example, it 
was actually a 15-star, 15-stripe flag that inspired Francis Scott 
Key to write “The Defence of Fort M’Henry”, which later be-
came “The Star Spangled Banner”*.  In 1818, Naval Captain 
Samuel Reid suggested keeping the red and white stripes to a 
limit of 13, in honor of the 13 original colonies, and that a star 
be added along with each new U.S. State.  This idea was adopt-
ed but even by the time the 48-star flag was created in 1912, 
there was still no official layout for the 48 stars, although the 
U.S. Army and Navy had their own standardized designs.

 “Old Glory” is more than just a nickname for the 
American flag, it is actually the name of a specific flag that was 
flown on the ship of an American sea captain named William 
Driver.  The flag was handmade by his mother and some young 
women after he obtained control over his own sailing vessel in 

1824.  His ship, and his flag, sailed all around the world as he 
spent over a decade participating in many types of trade.  The 
flag, which he named Old Glory, became his constant compan-
ion and when he retired from sailing in 1837, he brought his 
beloved flag home with him.  
 Driver settled down in Nashville and would fly Old 
Glory every chance he got.  He, his wife and his daughters 
added ten more stars to Old Glory and Driver also sewed an 
anchor into the lower corner.  The flag was so big that he had 
to hang it from a rope and pulley system that stretched from 

his attic to a locust tree across the street.  
 After Tennessee seceded from the Union in 1861, 
Confederate soldiers came to his house with the intention 
of seizing the beloved article but Driver, then 58 years old, 
told the armed men that they would have to retrieve it “over 
my dead body”.  Old Glory was then sewn into a bed cov-
ering where, despite multiple searches of Driver’s home by 
Confederate soldiers, it remained hidden until Union forces 
took over Nashville in February 1962.  
 Union soldiers at the Tennessee State Capitol were 
understandably bewildered by the anxious, gray-haired, old 
man who was walking around with a quilt under his arm 
and asking for the officer in command.  After finding that of-
ficer, Brigadier General William Nelson, Driver proceeded 
to pull out a pocket knife and slice open the bedquilt, con-

fusing the soldiers even further.  To everyone’s amazement, 
Driver removed Old Glory from the quilt, presented it to Gen-
eral Nelson and then regaled the soldiers with stories of how 
the flag had survived many years 
at sea and multiple searches by 
the Confederate Army.  He also 
expressed his dream to see it fly 
atop the Tennessee Capitol Build-
ing and the soldiers, of course, 
obliged.  As the flag rose to the 
top of the Capitol, thousands of 
soldiers let out an uproarious 
cheer, and Old Glory became an 
American icon.  
 The next day, a strong 
storm threatened to tear the flag 
apart so Driver rose another iden-
tical flag in its place.  The two 
flags were later given to Driver’s 
daughters which resulted in a 
family feud because both women 
claimed their flag to be the original Old Glory.  As no one 
has truly been able to distinguish which flag is which, both 
versions of Old Glory are now on exhibit at the Smithsonian 
Institution in Washington, D.C.
 The phrase “Old Glory” may have started with a 
shabby, hand-woven flag but it has since developed into a 
commonly used expression of American patriotism, and where 
better to express a love for Old Glory than with an American 
Pale Ale, especially one from The Great Dane Pub & Brewing 
Co. in Madison, WI.

From the Brewer:  A classic American Pale Ale full of Cascade hop flavor and aroma.  
ABV 5.25%, IBU 40 
Eliot Butler - Co-Founder & President, Rob LoBreglio - Co-Founder & Brewmaster

William Driver

The tattered remains of Old Glory



Snake River Brewing 
Custer’s Last Ale 
Jackson, WY
snakeriverbrewing.com

 No one ever gets to witness the full extent of their legacy as 
their words and actions may carry on for centuries after they’re gone.  
It seems unlikely that George Armstrong Custer (1839-1876) would 
have ever guessed that he’d be more commonly remembered for his 
actions during the Battle of the Little Bighorn than for his lengthy mil-
itary career, or that the battle itself would eventually become known 
as “Custer’s Last Stand”, and he certainly had no idea that it would 
end up being commemorated by Custer’s Last Ale from Snake River 
Brewing in Jackson, WY.

 The Battle of the Little Bighorn, also known as the Battle 
of the Greasy Grass, was fought along the banks of the Little Bighorn 
River in the Crow Indian Reservation in southeastern Montana Terri-
tory on June 25th and 26th, 1876.  At the time, the U.S. was involved 
in the Great Sioux War of 1876 which saw the U.S. military battle 
against Lakota Sioux and Northern Cheyenne Indians.  The war start-
ed after gold was discovered in the Black Hills of the Dakota Territory 
which caused an influx of white settlers who began to encroach on 
Native American land.  The entire war mostly involved small skir-
mishes and ended with the Agreement of 1877 which established a 
number of Indian reservations.
 In May 1876, U.S. Army regiments started to move east-
ward from the western side of the Montana Territory and westward 
from the Dakota Territory, including the 7th Cavalry Regiment that 
was under the command of Lieutenant Colonel George Custer.  The 
unit was mostly made up of former soldiers, many of whom had been 
stationed at Fort Riley, KS.  Custer himself was a graduate of West 
Point and had served directly under Union General George McClel-
lan during the Civil War.  He attained the rank of general at the very 
young age of 23 and led his troops (in his famously aggressive man-
ner) in many of the Civil War’s most famous battles.  Custer even 
commanded the Dakota Territory expedition that led to the discov-
ery of gold in the Black Hills in 1874 and the eventual settlement of 
western South Dakota by non-native people.
 In the midst of the Great Sioux War, many of the Great 
Plains Indians, including the Lakota Sioux and Northern Cheyenne, 
were being relocated to reservations. The 7th Cavalry, as well as the 
other units, were marching on orders to corral and suppress any 
Indians in the Dakota and Montana Territories that they viewed as 

hostile.  On June 25, Custer became aware of a large Native American 
settlement along the Little Bighorn River and, at the same time, the 
Indians also became aware of the 7th Cavalry.  Feeling that the ele-
ment of surprise had been lost, Custer ordered an immediate attack.  
He split his regiment into three groups: one led by Captain Freder-
ick Benteen, another led by Major Marcus Reno, and the third led by 
Custer.
 Reno’s battalion charged first but decided to dismount be-
fore they attacked, forming a skirmish line.  They were met by a huge 
force of mounted Cheyenne and Lakota warriors who quickly over-
whelmed the soldiers.  Reno’s men were forced to retreat into some 
trees and then up the banks of the river, losing one-fourth of the 
battalion in the process.  Benteen’s troops attempted to reinforce 
Reno’s battalion but were also met with heavy fighting, leaving them 
pinned down and helpless.  Custer’s group then attempted to ford 
the river and attack from the opposite side but they were met with 
stiff resistance from Indian sharpshooters who were then followed 
by hundreds of mounted warriors.  The Indians, led by Lakota Chief 
Crazy Horse, outflanked Custer’s men and the battalion was forced 
to make a stand.  
 Nearly surrounded, Custer’s soldiers initially put togeth-
er a strong defense but Crazy Horse and his fellow Lakota leader 
White Bull (nephew of Sitting Bull) staged a full-on attack that broke 
through Custer’s front lines and led to pandemonium among his 
troops.  Many soldiers reportedly dropped their weapons and ran 
toward the knoll where Custer and about 40 of his men were making 
a stand.  As they ran, the Indians struck them down while those who 
made it to “Custer’s Last Stand” fared little better.  In the end, every 
single soldier in Custer’s battalion was killed.  After the massacre, 
the Indians regrouped and again attacked Reno and Benteen’s men, 

and the battle continued until U.S. military reinforcements arrived, 
at which point the Indians realized that they were outnumbered and 
they packed up and left.
 Some estimates claim that as many as 5,000 Native Amer-
ican warriors were on hand for the Battle of the Little Bighorn but 
most historians feel that a number closer to 2,000 is probably more 
accurate.  U.S. forces had no more than 700 men, about 210 of whom 
were in Custer’s battalion.  In total, 268 U.S. soldiers were killed and 
another 55 were wounded, six of whom later died from their injuries, 
while anywhere from 30 to 300 Indians were killed and as many as 
160 more were wounded.  Custer and his men became national heroes 
to many while others felt the incident was an example of violence that 
was getting out of control.  The U.S. Government’s response was to 
intensify attacks against the Great Plains Indians which eventually led 
to their surrender.  The battle was one of the most significant defeats 
ever to the U.S. Army by Native American forces and has now found a 
place as one of the most remembered moments in American history.

From the Brewer:  This beer is an English pale ale, full bodied and 
copper colored.  The hop flavor and aroma are strong and assertive.  
Caramel malt and English yeast produce a nutty and fruity character.  
Dry-hopping with Centennial and Cascade hops in the conditioning 
phase completes the package.  ABV 6%, IBU 45 
Ted & Noa Staryk - Owners

Custer’s Last Stand, painted by Edgar Paxson,1899

The Custer Fight (from the Indians’ point of view), painted by Charles Russell, 1903


