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 Mississippi’s history is inspiring, complex and, at 
times, rather dark.  It was originally part of the Mississippi 
Territory that included both modern-day Mississippi and Al-
abama but the region was split when Mississippi became the 
20th U.S. State on December 10, 1817.  Alabama gained state-
hood two years later.  Jackson is Mississippi’s largest city and 
also the state’s capital.  
 Native Americans occupied the South for over 10,000 
years before Europeans arrived in North America.  They devel-
oped many communities in the Mississippi Delta region which 
is known for having excellent soils.  The Mississippian natives 
were a mound-building culture and mostly consisted of the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians but other tribes occupied the 
area as well including the Yazoo, Natchez and Biloxi.  Hernan-
do de Soto, a Spanish explorer, was the first to make contact 
with the Indians in 1540, leading to the eventual expansion of 
European settlers.  The Mississippi River and state both get 
their name from the Ojibwe Indian word “misi-ziibi”, meaning 
“Great Water”.
 Europeans began colonizing Mississippi in the 1700s, 
especially along the Gulf Coast.  The region was often disput-
ed as it was originally occupied by French settlers as a part 
of New France but the Spanish, who had claimed Florida and 
much of the Gulf Coast, also believed it to be their territory.  
The Spanish and French brought many African slaves into the 
region which resulted in the births of many multiracial chil-
dren.  Often, white slave owners who became fathers of slave 
children would free the mother, child and possibly their entire 
family from slavery and this eventually led to a unique class of 
people who were still viewed as inferior but were technically 
free and given many more opportunities than slaves.
 The French surrendered the territory to the British 
in 1763 following the French and Indian War and the Span-
ish took control of the lower third of Mississippi after the 
American Revolutionary War, making the land temporarily 
a part of the West Florida colony.  The Mississippi Territory 
was created in 1798 after land was ceded by South Carolina 
and Georgia and the territory expanded through the annex-
ation of land gained from treaties with Native Americans.  In 
1830, the Choctaw tribe signed the Treaty of Dancing Rabbit 
Creek which was the first of many treaties that are considered 
a part of the Indian Removal Act.  This act led to the forced 
relocation of Native Americans from their homeland in the 
Southeastern U.S. to new communities west of the Mississippi 
River, primarily in present-day Oklahoma.
 The newly opened land created a flood of new settlers 
into the area and many white landowners bought property and 
brought their slaves with them.  Plantations were created, es-
pecially along the riverways, and were connected by steam-
boats.  Slavery was rampant in the Deep South and many slave 
owners became very wealthy.  Hundreds of thousands of slaves 
worked the land and by the start of the Civil War, made up as 
much as 55% of the population of Mississippi.
 As Mississippi transitioned into statehood it created 
opportunities for many and, unfortunately, enslavement for 
many more.  The state still undoubtedly (and often unfairly) 
carries a reputation that is rooted in the racist actions of its 
past but, today, many of Mississippi’s residents, like those at 
1817 Brewery, make a point to remember all of the construc-

tive things from the state’s history as well as honor the memo-
ry of those who suffered.  Mississippi’s post-Civil War growth 
has seen the state’s uniquely blended population create many 
distinct American cultural developments and it is now impos-
sible to go anywhere in the state without witnessing residents 
celebrating their African, European, Native-American or other 
cultural heritage.  
 Probably the most commonly cited point of pride by 
Mississippians is the state’s presence as the “Birthplace of the 
Blues”.  It has been home to numerous legendary blues musi-
cians like Robert Johnson, Muddy Waters, B.B. King, Howlin’ 
Wolf, Son House, John Lee Hooker and, of course, Mississip-
pi John Hurt, but in addition to the blues the “Hospitality 

State” has also been the home of other incredibly influential 
musicians like Elvis Presley, Jimmie Rodgers, Conway Twitty, 
LeAnn Rimes, Sam Cooke, Faith Hill, Bo Diddley, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Britney Spears and Jimmy Buffett as well as celebrities 
like Oprah Winfrey, Jim Henson, William Faulkner, James Earl 
Jones, Walter Payton and Tennessee Williams.  Mississippi is 
the birthplace of rootbeer, home to the first public college for 
women, was the first state to ever establish junior colleges, 
was the location of the first heart and lung transplants, host-
ed the first ever Memorial Day and is one of only four places 
in the world officially sanctioned to hold international ballet 
competitions.  And on top of it all, they have some of the best 
food (and beer) in the world!
 Rising from the ugliness of racism and slavery, Mis-
sissippians from all walks of life have left a powerful mark on 
American society and now can often be seen extending a wel-
coming hand to anyone in their community.  1817 Brewery’s 
Bicentennial Ale was brewed in honor of Mississippi’s 200th 
birthday and is a celebration of the state that they are proud to 
call “home”.

From the Brewer:  This is the first and only Mississippi barleywine 
ever made!  In celebration of this momentous occasion as well as for 
the celebration of the states 200th birthday, this beer is worthy of 
all your expectations.  A huge pale and Crystal malt profile lends 
itself to SIGNIFICANT bitter and aromatic hop editions.  With 
120+ IBU’S this is one AWESOME beer worth a 200 year cele-
bration.  Cheers!  ABV 10%, IBU 125 
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